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Early Childhood Education (ECE)

* Formal early-care settings for children prior to
formal education entry (0-5)
— Home-based care
— Center-based care

* One of the best financial investments for child
(and family) well-being

* Early opportunity to build strong school-home

connections National
SCICNCE ‘S‘TW ETlpu e Rea

Challenges




Strengths of the New
Zealand context

High level of financial
investment in early
education programs

High participation rates for
children 3- to 5-years old

Mandatory curriculum in
place with strong emphasis
on equity and diversity
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Current Science Directions
International Perspective

V Ensuring the quality of these settings
V Supporting the work-force

V Development of ‘academic’ and ‘social-
emotional’ potential
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Current Science Directions
ensuring the quality of these settings

* How to ensure that valid
measures of quality are used
to regulate

* How to maintain quality when
scaling ECE programs

* How to create diverse
classroom settings (ethnicity,
language, age...)




Current Science Directions
supporting the workforce

* How to increase the wages and
respect for early educators

 How to ensure they have the
knowledge to be effective

 How to support their use of
evidence-based practices

The Effects of Training Phonological,
Semantic, and Syntactic Processing
Skills in Spoken Language on
Reading Ability

Gail Gillon
Barbara Dodd



Current Science Directions
Development of academic and social-emotional potential

* Ongoing data collection to
identify areas of success
and need

 Evidence-based curricula
with long-term effects
across domains
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Pathways To Impact... My Two Cents

@ Ensure that high-quality, equitable ECE
is accessible to all young children, as part
of A Better Start

@ Improve investing interventions rather
than making new ones, and focus on
implementation (e.g., home supports)
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